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present circumstances.   If you were not, it could not be
me, because I'm an Israelite, and on account of Hitler.
He does not like Jews, and there are so many people
hereabouts who are anxious to humour him."
Daladier smiled.
" Exactly," he said significantly.
" If I have made criticisms," Mandel continued, " I have
made them to the Cabinet without shirking my responsi-
bilities, and I desire only one thing, for you and for the
country, namely that there should no longer be any
ground for these criticisms."
They parted good friends, but M. Daladier continued to
be mistrustful. Had not Mandel got a covetous eye on
the Ministry of the Interior and, to get it, did he not want
a crisis ? For all that he did not accuse him of having
promoted the plot.
As for Reynaud he seized the occasion of the Franco-
British monetary agreement to make a speech in the
Chamber, half financial and half general, filled with courage
and ideas, and which was immediately labelled "Prime
Minister's speech " both by people who found the speech
excellent and by those who wanted to rouse M. Daladier
against him: and these latter were many ! Ridiculous
monkey tricks, enough to make anyone lose his com-
posure ! Worse than that! Enough to lose the war!
When one considers what all this represented in time, in
vitality, in strength wasted while so many other problems
demanded urgent attention!
It was Russia which broke with little Finland on
November soth, and next day went to war against this
people small hi number but great in moral qualities. The
' Finns called for help. Hitler remained deaf and only stirred
to prevent the arrival on the Mannerheim Line of some
Italian planes despatched by Mussolini in a fleeting spasm
of independence. The League at Geneva could do no
more than expel the U.S.S.R. and collect some fine moral
precepts. England and France heard the cries for help
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